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Larry, Senior Services

“Being a client of The Fund 
is remarkable. They have 
an intense knowledge of 
the special needs of our 
community. Without them, 
there would be a chasm in 
show business.”
 

Raissa, The Dorothy Ross  
Friedman Residence 

“My creativity has benefited 
greatly from the fantastic 
environment that The  
Friedman staff provides.  
Our community room  
has become a second  
home for me.”

William, Services for the Disabled

“The Fund helped with 
my medical bills after my 
recent bout with cancer. 
They changed my life. 
Thank you all for your 
invaluable help.”

Sasha, Entertainment  
Assistance Program 

“My life came to a 
crashing halt, and if it 
wasn’t for The Actors 
Fund I don’t know how I 
would have stayed afloat 
through my sickness.”

 Jesse, The Dancers’ Resource

“They helped me regain 
my dignity and sense of 
self after a recent injury. 
I was given the tools to 
solve my problems and 
that is extremely gratify-
ing. I felt a sense of sad-
ness and heaviness that 
were lifted out of me.”

12,486 
People Helped 
In 2010
A 34% Increase From 2007

Brenda, The Actors Fund  
Work Program

“As a client, I was surprised 
how freely, generously,  
seriously and consistently  
The Fund offered help and  
followed through. GIVE!  
The Fund is one of the best, 
most trustworthy, vital  
organizations—hands down.”
 

Enrique, HIV/AIDS Initiative

“Your support goes to 
saving and impacting  
lives in a positive way.  
I feel completely safe  
and protected here.  
Twice they saved my life. 
There is no better service 
organization.” 



Dear Friends,

Helping everyone in performing arts and entertainment is what The Actors 
Fund is all about. But we don’t do it alone. For nearly 130 years, everyone 
in our generous community of supporters has been making a difference in 
the lives of real people—whether it’s private one-on-one counseling for an 
actress recently diagnosed with cancer, free medical care for an uninsured 
dancer, a helping hand for a writer suffering from substance abuse, or  
affordable housing for a stand-up comic too sick to work. For them and 
nearly 12,500 others last year, together we provide a safety net of support  
in times of need, crisis or transition.

While the nation’s economy faced another difficult year in 2010, we  
are happy to report that the finances of The Actors Fund remained in  
good health. We attained a three out of four star rating from Charity  
Navigator—and 86 cents of every dollar contributed directly supports  
our programs and services. 

But the need is still great, and only increasing. The Actors Fund helped 
12,486 people last year—34% more than only three years ago—through 
our essential programs: social services and financial assistance, housing, 
health services, and employment and training services. Your continued 
support is more important than ever.

We help everyone in entertainment thanks to the generosity of every one  
of our supporters. Thank you to our committed Board of Trustees, our  
thousands of donors, and our dedicated staff and volunteers, including the 
ongoing leadership and support of Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. It’s 
the dedication, commitment and incredible spirit of everyone in our com-
munity that ensures that we’re here to support everyone in entertainment. 

Visit www.actorsfund.org to learn more, and make a donation today. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Stokes Mitchell
Chairman of the Board

Joseph P. Benincasa
President & CEO

The Actors Fund is a national 
human services organization that 
helps everyone— performers and 
those behind the scenes—who 
works in performing arts and 
entertainment, helping more 
than 12,000 people directly each 
year, and hundreds of thousands 
online. Serving professionals in 
film, theatre, television, music, 
opera, radio and dance, The 
Fund’s programs include social 
services and emergency assis-
tance, health care and insurance, 
housing, and employment and 
training services. With offices  
in New York, Los Angeles and 
Chicago, The Actors Fund has—
for nearly 130 years—been a 
safety net for those in need, 
crisis or transition. 

For a full listing of our  
programs and services, 
visit www.actorsfund.org. 

86 Cents 
of Every Dollar
Directly Supports Our 
Programs and Services



Looking Ahead helps professional young performers in  
Southern California, ages 9-18, and their families thrive  
amid the unique challenges of working in the entertainment  
community. Activities and support services help kids build  
bonds and develop values, skills and confidence. 

In 2010, Looking Ahead consisted of
•	 212 young performers, 20 alumni and 14 parent participants
•	 15 community service events from soup kitchens to nursing home visits
•	 20 educational events, including three college tours
•	 5 “industry field trips” to non-performing mentor organizations like 

Nickelodeon Animation and Sony Studios
 
For more information, visit www.lookingaheadprogram.org.

Looking Ahead kids Dominique Hill and Javin Reid enjoy volun-
teering for community service projects like visiting residents of  
the Motion Picture & Television Fund Home in Woodland Hills, CA.

For young performers to 
Grow, Give back and have fun

Our comprehensive social services programs are designed to meet the  
critical needs of entertainment professionals throughout their lives, helping 
people through one-on-one sessions with social workers, group programs,  
seminars, HIV/AIDS programs, financial assistance and more. 

In 2010, our social services staff
•	 Helped 4,094 people stabilize their lives
•	 Dispensed $2.5 million in emergency financial assistance  

to 1,620 people
•	 Helped nearly 500 women and provided more than $250,000  

in financial assistance through the Phyllis Newman Women’s  
Health Initiative

Visit www.actorsfund.org for a full listing of our union partners,  
and our nearly 25 programs and services. 

Social Services for everyone

Employment and training 
for everyone
Work in entertainment is largely short-term and project-based. For most  
performing arts professionals, this means seeking supplemental employment.  
For 25 years and counting, The Actors Fund Work Program (AWP) has helped 
our community create stable, healthy careers and lives. 

In 2010, AWP 
• 	 Provided employment and training services to 3,040 participants  

across the country
•	 More than doubled the number of people helped in Los Angeles since 2007
•	 Introduced popular new seminars like Creating a Production  

Company and Classroom Management, in addition to ongoing  
resume workshops, computer classes and career counseling 

Joe, The Actors Fund
Work Program

“I work in  
television post- 
production, and  
I just became 
aware that AWP  
is available to everyone in the entertain-
ment industry. The staff is always  
encouraging with my career search.  
Check them out soon!”

Did you know…
The Actors Fund is the official employee assistance 
program for the Metropolitan Opera, and the  
memberships of our many union partners?  
We really are for everyone! 

Maria,  
HIV/AIDS Initiative

“They helped 
me get housing 
and gave me 
emotional support and listened to me 
when life was difficult. I have a second 
family—I don’t consider myself a client.”

GROW, GIVE BACK AND HAVE FUN



In addition to The Lillian Booth Actors Home, our skilled nursing and assisted 
living facility in Englewood, NJ, we offer three affordable and supportive housing 
residences. 

In 2010, our housing initiatives
• 	 Provided a home to 469 people, with 97% occupancy
• 	 Strengthened communities—
	 •	 The Schermerhorn plays host to The Brooklyn Ballet and other arts  

organizations
	 •	 The Friedman houses our Al Hirschfeld Free Health Clinic, keeping  

un- and under-insured people in the arts healthy and working
	 •	 The Palm View offers housing to people in entertainment living  

with HIV/AIDS
• 	 Acted as national leader in affordable housing through AFHDC*
 

Housing for everyone Brandee, 
Schermerhorn resident

“Living here has 
really enabled me 
to move forward in 
my career. Its prime 
location, rehearsal/
performance spaces, 
performance oppor-
tunities, supportive 
staff and encouraging tenants have all 
played a part in my growth as an artist. 
I don’t think I could have chosen a more 
fitting residence.”

*AFHDC develops high quality, affordable, supportive and 
senior housing for the performing arts and entertainment 
community. In 2010, the National Endowment for the Arts 
selected AFHDC to lead and coordinate research for a new 
mixed-use affordable housing facility in Los Angeles.

The Dorothy Ross 
Friedman Residence 
(formerly The Aurora) 
Manhattan

The Schermerhorn 
Downtown Brooklyn

The Palm View 
West Hollywood

Health Services for everyone
One of The Fund’s primary goals is to make sure health care is available  
to everyone in the entertainment community. 

In 2010, our health services 
• 	 Conducted 92 seminars nationwide through the Artists Health  

Insurance Resource Center (AHIRC)
•	 Counseled more than 2,800 people—38% more than in 2009
•	 Reviewed and vetted 6,000+ national health resources, all available  

at www.ahirc.org
•	 Created Broadway Docs*—volunteer specialists whose services  

complement our Free Clinic in NYC 

Sara, Al Hirschfeld Free Health Clinic

“I love being able to go to a clinic and  
have a doctor listen to me. With Dr. Spears  
I always feel heard. I am never rushed 
through an appointment and I am always 
well taken care of. The staff is always  
friendly and it feels more like home than 
another stuffy office.”

The Cost of Free Healthcare in 2010
*Broadway Docs—$185,050 in donated office visits
BioReference Laboratories, Inc.—$280,000 in donated laboratory testing

Free Health Care for everyone in 2010
2,800+ 	 Visits to our Al Hirschfeld Free Health Clinic in NYC
   150+ 	 Visits to the Performing Artists’ Clinic at the Venice  
		  Family Clinic in LA
1,100+ 	 Free flu shots 
   180+ 	 Free mammograms from Project Renewal ScanVan



The Actors Fund relies on the generosity of our creative community—the  
performers, musicians, directors, stage managers and more—everyone who 
donates their time and talent in creating exciting Special Events & Performances, 
an essential part of our fundraising. 

Thank you for your support! 
Fundraising & Membership 

The work of The Actors Fund is made possible through the  
generous support of foundations, corporations, government agencies,  
entertainment unions and guilds, and thousands of individuals. 

In 2010, our community gave
•	 $2.8 million in individual donations 
•	 $2.4 million in planned gifts and bequests
•	 $2.0 million in institutional grants

For the complete honor roll of generous supporters,  
for all the benefits of membership or to make a donation,  
visit www.actorsfund.org today!

For a complete financial statement for 2010, please visit  
www.actorsfund.org, call 212.221.7300 or email us at  
info@actorsfund.org.

$4.1 million in support in 2010 
Together, we made a difference in the lives of more than  
12,000 people last year—Thank you BC/EFA! 
Visit www.broadwaycares.org to learn more.

Brian Stokes Mitchell, Chairman

“In giving to The Fund, our members  
get access to the best house seats,  
private film screenings, celebrity  
events and much more. But they are  
also directly supporting artists in need 
across the country.” 

Special Performance of A Little Night Music, starring Angela Lansbury, Catherine Zeta-Jones and Stephen R. Buntrock. 

Did you know… 
in 2010, we treated our 
members to more than 
40 events—concerts, 
musicals, staged read-
ings, galas, cabarets, 
film screenings, 
Broadway premieres, 
celebrity auctions and 
cocktail parties, and 
raised $1.3 million?  

Visit www.actorsfund.org today…and join us! You’ll enjoy all 
the benefits of membership, plus access to the best events 
in Los Angeles and New York City.

Special Events & Performances for everyone



The Lillian Booth 
Actors Home
 
The Lillian Booth Actors Home in Englewood, NJ provides state-of-the art  
assisted living and skilled nursing care for everyone who has dedicated their lives 
to performing arts and entertainment, as well as their immediate family members. 

In 2010, The Home
•	 Cared for 113 Nursing Home residents and 40 in our Assisted Living Facility
•	 Provided weekly groups in film/drama, art appreciation and dance therapies
•	 Hosted bi-weekly “celebrity” visits from visiting entertainers like  

Michael Feinstein and Michele Lee
•	 Received positive reports from two New Jersey State Department  

of Health Surveys with no deficiencies in patient care

To arrange a tour of The Home, call 201.871.8882. Applications are available 
online at www.actorsfund.org.

Jazz and Blues singer/entertainer Antoinette 
Montague with her friend, singer/Broadway  
performer and current Home resident Carrie Smith

“The staff who tends to Carrie’s daily 
needs maintains her personal dignity at 
a high level—one that meets Carrie’s 
standards. The Nursing Staff is amaz-
ing in their care and the Administrative 
Team is invested in the welfare of each 
and every life at The Home. I am so 
grateful to all of them for coming to  
our rescue.” 

Photo credits: Jay Brady Photography, Karissa Krenz, Ben Strothmann, 
Spencer Platt/Getty Images North America.Michael Feinstein shares a moment to play piano with resident Joan Stein.



The Actors Fund
729 Seventh Ave, 10th Floor
New York, NY 10019

visit our website and 
make a donation today!
www.actorsfund.org

National Headquarters
729 Seventh Avenue, 10th fl oor
New York, NY 10019
212.221.7300, 800.221.7303

midwestern region
203 N. Wabash, Suite 2104
Chicago, IL 60601
312.372.0989

Western region
5757 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 400
Los Angeles, CA 90036
323.933.9244, 888.825.0911
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